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At the Epilepsy Foundation of Michigan, our mission is to improve the lives of
people affected by epilepsy through education, advocacy, research, and
connection.
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MESSAGE FROM OUR LEADERSHIP
This past year has reinforced both the growing needs within the
epilepsy community and the strength of what we can
accomplish together. As we wrapped up our 2022–2025
strategic plan, we reflected on the progress made and the
foundation built, while looking ahead to 2026 with renewed
focus and purpose as we launch our next four-year strategic
plan. Through it all, our commitment remains clear: to ensure
individuals and families have the support they need to thrive
while living with epilepsy. Together, we are creating connection,
hope, and possibility acrossMichigan, and we are grateful for the
partnerships that make this work possible.
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ANDREAE. SCHOTTHOEFER, PRESIDENT
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2025: YEAR IN NUMBERS
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We kicked off
Synergy Support
Circles, a new in-
person support group
for people with
epilepsy, led by peer
leaders.

The 17 Annual
Toasting Hope
Tasting Event
raised a record-
breaking $185,044
towards the
Foundation’s
mission.

th HB 4306 & 4307, bills
amending the state’s driving
law, passed in the House of
Representatives.
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KEY ACHIEVEMENTS & MILESTONES

Our new Mission
Ambassador Program
launched with our first
Ambassador leading a
Seizure First Aid
Training on behalf of
the Foundation.

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4
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The Foundation secured a
significant investment from a
generous donor, strengthening
our long-term sustainability
and future impact.



NOTEWORTHY STORIES OF IMPACT
RHONDA H.

Since 2019, this journey has often felt like one my family and I were walking alone. Then, last
March, my daughter Heather found the Epilepsy Foundation of Michigan online, and
everything began to change. I still remember my first phone conversation with Shannon— she
immediately felt like an old friend. She encouraged us to join the Epilepsy Stroll in Grand
Rapids this past July, where our family and friends proudly walked as Team Hunter. That day, I
met Andrea, who took the time to really listen to me and was so excited to meet Hunter.

After the stroll, I filled out an application to volunteer at Family Camp. I’ll admit, when I first
arrived, I wasn’t sure what to expect. But by the time I left, I felt a deep sense of belonging—
and I realized that we truly don’t have to walk this journey alone.

I’ve never met such an amazing, genuine, and kind group of people. When I shared my
experience with family and friends, I told them that everyone I met was so warm and sincere
— and that you all truly live out the message that we are not alone. I cried on the drive back
to Grand Rapids, overwhelmed with gratitude.

I’m so thankful and feel incredibly blessed to have met you all. Please know how much your
kindness, compassion, and encouragement meant to me. You’ve made a lasting difference in
my life.
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NOTEWORTHY STORIES OF IMPACT
“As summer comes to a close, I reflect on a major highlight. My son was able to attend a weekend long
epilepsy camp for the first time in July. This unique sleep-away camp is especially for kids and teens

with epilepsy to enjoy a typical camp experience like any other kid, but with trained staff and a
medical team to assist along the way. He had an absolute blast and can’t wait to return next summer!

We are forever grateful to the Epilepsy Foundation of Michigan for giving him an unforgettable
experience and enabling him to connect with other kids like him!”
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“The young adults support group and volunteering opportunities
have been such a big help to me and have helped my mental state.”

“They have allowed me to connect with others who have epilepsy.
Because of them, I know I am not alone and stronger than I
thought.” JADE M.

“I so appreciate being part of such a loving, caring group.”
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JACKIE F.

ROSALYNE E.

JENDAYI N.



FINANCIAL SUMMARY
OUR COMMITMENT: TRANSPARENCY. ACCOUNTABILITY. MAXIMUM IMPACT.

TOTAL REVENUE

WHERE YOUR SUPPORTWENT

42% Public Education & Outreach
32% LivingWell Initiatives
12% Administrative
7% Individual Client Services
5% Development & Logistics
2% Public Policy

TOTAL EXPENSES

$3,185,950

$1,478,084
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*Revenue Notes:
1.The difference in total revenue compared to the 2025 Impact Report reflects how special event revenue is reported. The Impact Report
shows event revenue before related expenses, while the 2025 Annual Report reflects the audited financial statements, which report event
revenue after those expenses are deducted.

2.A significant gift received in 2025 was invested to help support growth and strengthen the Foundation’s ability to serve the epilepsy
community for years to come.

*See Revenue Notes
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PUTTING YOUR DOLLARS TOWORK
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP & TRANSPARENCY
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Full Financial Summary and 990 available upon request and on our website: www.epilepsymichigan.org.



BOARD MEMBERS
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CURRENT
TEAM MEMBERS

CURRENT

Nadia Vann — Chair

Melissa Conway — Vice Chair

Stephen Kuehn, CPA — Treasurer

Allison Beers — Secretary

Kelly Kiss — Executive Committee

Yaniv Ribon — Executive Committee

Hadi Abbas

Stephanie Bayma, RN

Heidi Donovan

Jason M. Geisz, CFP

Sandy Gulick

Pamela Harris, PhD

Nancy McNamara, MD

Michael Nanzer, DPT, MBA, CSCS, FACHE

Lisa Pigott

Robert Pulliam, CPA

Steve Soules, CPA, E.A.

Sarah Stempky-Kime

Tami Szuba, MBA, BSN, RN, CNML

H. Michael Zaborowski, Jr.

Andrew Zillgitt, DO

Andrea Schotthoefer
President

Renee Roederer
Sr. Director of Programs and Community Care

Alyx Newton
Development Director

Shannon Waid
Director of Outreach & Engagement

Pamela Bird
Sr. Administrative Manager

Emily Brower
Special Events Manager

Nicole Fitzpatrick
Community Program Manager

Kelly Kennedy
Office Coordinator

Jessica McMahan
Helpline and Advocacy Assistant

Matt Montpas
Accountant

Marissa Ogea
Development Coordinator

Maanya Tarnal
Volunteer Coordinator



CHALLENGES & OPPORTUNITIES
We listened, we adapted, and we continued to grow alongside the epilepsy community we
serve. Challenges remain, but so does our commitment to ensuring that no one faces
epilepsy alone. Numbers help measure our reach, but the true impact of our work is reflected
in the individuals, families, volunteers, and supporters whose lives and experiences continue
to shape our mission and drive meaningful change across Michigan.

The need within our community
continues to grow. More individuals and
families across Michigan are turning to us
for support—from education and
advocacy, to connection, care, and
programs that help navigate the
challenges of living with epilepsy. As
awareness increases and more people
seek resources, our commitment remains
focused on meeting each person where
they are and ensuring they have access
to the support they need.

Economic uncertainty, rising costs of care,
and an unpredictable funding environment
underscore the importance of building a
more resilient funding model, while
remaining deeply grateful for the continued
generosity of our donors. Strengthening
this foundation enables us to sustain our
core programs, thoughtfully expand our
reach, and respond to emerging needs—
ensuring we can continue advancing our
mission with long-term stability and
meaningful impact.
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RISING DEMAND ECONOMIC UNCERTAINTIES

The need within our community
continues to grow. More individuals and
families across Michigan are turning to us
for support—from education and
advocacy, to connection, care, and
programs that help navigate the
challenges of living with epilepsy. As
awareness increases and more people
seek resources, our commitment remains
focused on meeting each person where
they are and ensuring they have access
to the support they need.

RISING DEMAND

Economic uncertainty, rising costs of care,
and an unpredictable funding environment
underscore the importance of building a
more resilient funding model, while
remaining deeply grateful for the continued
generosity of our donors. Strengthening
this foundation enables us to sustain our
core programs, thoughtfully expand our
reach, and respond to emerging needs—
ensuring we can continue advancing our
mission with long-term stability and
meaningful impact.

ECONOMIC UNCERTAINTIES



OUR VISION FOR THE FUTURE

Expand our reach into new communities

Strengthen partnerships

Support independence & well-being

Continue building sustainable impact
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Guided by our 2026-2029 Strategic Plan

Strengthen partnerships

Support independence & well-being



THANK YOU & CALL TO ACTION

VOLUNTEE
R DONATE

ADVOCATE

Thank you for believing in our mission. When we work together, there is no limit to the
support we can provide, the lives we can impact, and the stronger, more connected

community we can build.

Together, we create connection, hope, and possibility for those living with epilepsy. Together,
we make a meaningful difference in the lives of individuals and families across Michigan.

Together, we can ensure no one faces epilepsy alone.
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